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,thQse of' the Frostbm‘g dlstl et AThat bed for exam-,'.
ple,gwhich secms to co’"respond with the’ fifteen: feet:
vein'in Brant’s miné, is found near the heads of : the,

Potomac to‘exceed twenty feet in-thickness. . Time,

 no doubt, ‘may be ‘expected to elapse before - these |
mineral riches will be brought -into aperation. . Far

removed from any conveuient outlet, thie mineral.for
fuel cannot come into-compctition wnth the coal from

the more accessible districts;.and the employment of |

it for-the purpose of coking, applied to the. smelting

of iron, will not be required so long as our native .
forests’ supply in such abundance the tneans of ob-

taining the charcoal, by the “use of which, metal of
a better quality is obtained. It never theless - -is-advi-

-sablejto deterimine atonce the extent' and ‘nature ‘of
this second coal formation, ‘the greatest portion of

which lies within our limits; and the more so, on ac-

count - of several of its acceswnes ‘whese. impor-' ,.

tance has not been perhaps hitherto iully appreciated.

~ One of ‘these'is thie Iron-ore, with whichit abounds.
-The occurrence “of ironore, associated  with .coal,

has been considered the most prolific source of com-
mercial prosperity possessed by Grsat’ Britain. . ‘Her
political economists have long been accustomed to
ascribe the extent of her manutactures to the abun-
dance and cheapness of both these substanees; by
which-are furnished; not-only fuel for wolkmg the
sleam engines whlch put intuv operation their machi-

nery, but the mat«»r:al also, for -the construction of

lhlb machmery “The-time will come-whén a similar
aseription shall apply to the United States, and when
the western county of Maryland shall be looked upon
as the W ales ot North: Amem.a.
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